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A B S T R A C T 
 

Background: Rapid social and technological changes have made it difficult for 
adolescents to maintain strong religious values, highlighting the need for community 
and religious leaders to guide and support them. Objective: This study aims to examine 
the efforts of community and religious leaders in enhancing the religious motivation of 
adolescents in Karang Agung Village, Tanjung Sakti District, Lahat Regency, South 
Sumatra. Method: This research employs a field research approach and was conducted 
in 2023. The study involved 15 participants selected through purposive sampling. Data 
were collected from primary and secondary sources using interviews, documentation, 
and observation methods. Data validity was ensured through triangulation, and data 
analysis followed Miles & Huberman’s interactive analysis model. Results: Community 
and religious leaders play a key role in fostering adolescents' religious awareness and 
behavior by serving as role models and providing positive guidance, facilities, and 
activities. Conclusion: The active role of community and religious leaders is crucial in 
shaping adolescents' religious motivation by offering guidance, support, and positive 
engagement. Contribution: This study contributes to understanding the significance of 
leadership in promoting religious values among youth and provides insights for 
policymakers and educators in designing community-based religious programs. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

Adolescents' religious life and religious teachings about human nature play an important role in determining 
adolescents' conceptions of themselves and what they will become. Religious teachings should ideally be the norm 
that becomes the basis and guidance for adolescents (Hibatillah & Husni, 2022), but in reality, the behavior of 
adolescents today is increasingly leading to deviations from the general norms that exist in society. The behavior of 
adolescents today tends to approach negative behavior because it is influenced by culture and lifestyle from outside 
(Remiswal et al., 2021), therefore there is a mixture of lifestyle and association of adolescents from the social 
environment. Behavior can be described as something that is not intended by a person, thus allowing the person to 
establish it as a very basic social action (Barsky, 2019). Human action is different from social behavior because 
human behavior is behavior that is specifically exhibited by humans. During adolescence, they are always looking 
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for fun, regardless of the possible consequences. As is the case with the behavior of today's teenage girls who like to 
go out at night and hang out, while teenage boys who are happy with nightlife such as brawls, drinking alcohol, 
playing games, staying up late, and other behaviors, this is caused by a lack of attention and affection from parents. 

Religion as seen in everyday life is the result of various belief systems, attitudes, and practices that we focus on 
and embrace. Religion is a way of life that emphasizes ethical values (Ammerman, 2013). Because in acting a person 
is bound by the provisions between the halal and the haram according to religious teachings. This is the important 
function of religion in life, and from a social point of view, a person seeks to build meaningful relationships with 
others through his religion and to achieve mutual commitment with others. A philosophy of life is based on one's 
religious beliefs. Many adolescents question their religious beliefs at some point but eventually return to them 
(Bengtson, 2017). Many parents in their twenties and early thirties return to old practices that they had previously 
abandoned (Kozol, 2013). 

From the perspective of the psychology of religion for adolescents, religion is as important as morality. Religion 
provides a value system that people can use to compare their own behavior and make better choices (Widiastuti, 
2017, p. 2). Religion can help humans to behave more orderly and consistently and can provide a sense of purpose 
and meaning in life. Religion provides protection and a sense of security for adolescents who specifically seek its 
presence, establish social relationships with others, and establish a spiritual connection with the Creator. Religious 
beliefs, for example, make great progress in late adolescence compared to early adolescence. In early adolescence, 
they develop new thinking skills that become iconic. Allah Swt. is envisioned as someone who lives in the clouds, but 
in late adolescence, he may seek a deeper understanding of Allah Swt. and his existence.  

Adolescents' images of Allah Swt. and his attributes are part of their depictions of nature and the environment 
and are influenced by adolescents' feelings and characteristics (Lubis, 2019, p. 104). Adolescents' understanding of 
religious beliefs is strongly influenced by their emotional attachment to religion and their acts of affection towards 
others who believe in religion. Religious attitude is a complex mixture of religious knowledge, religious feelings, and 
an individual's inner religious behavior (Surawan & Mazrur, 2020, p. 59). It is clear that a child is taught religion by 
their parents in childhood, but when they make cognitive progress in adolescence, they question the credibility of 
their religious beliefs. 

This condition of adolescent cognitive development about religion makes adolescents need explanation and also 
guidance about religion from various parties. In this case, adolescents need a good support system from the family 
environment, educational environment, and social environment (Mishra & Shanwal, 2014). This is because as part 
of social beings who are still looking for the ideal form of their spiritual life, adolescents often do things that are 
contrary to religious norms. Therefore, in addition to requiring the involvement of parents, and educators, the 
involvement of community and religious leaders is also very important and much needed in guiding adolescent 
religion. Community and religious leaders in this case are social elements that are ideally involved in efforts to build 
motivation and religious awareness of adolescents (Canda et al., 2019). Community and religious leaders in general 
are often referred to as ulama. From the Qur’an point of view, ulama is considered people who play an important 
role and strategy in shaping society (Rizki et al., 2018, p. 11). 

A community and religious leader is someone who uses their words and deeds to spread the message of Islam, 
even when they are alone (Khalil, 2016). They do this in groups, as well as through institutions. Thus, a community 
and religious figure is someone who has a lot of religious knowledge and becomes a leader in a community to provide 
a good direction for life in accordance with the provisions of religious teachings (Badruzaman et al., 2023). This helps 
to ensure that the community can achieve happiness in the afterlife. A community and religious leader is someone 
who has a strong devotion to Allah Swt. In other terms, a person who conveys the values of da'wah to the community 
through good deeds such as modeling good things, behavior, and verbal messages, becomes an extension of the 
community in social life (Shah & Aung, 2017). The figurehead is an actualization based on the community that craves 
a charismatic leader, able to meet the needs and hopes of the community. 

The task function in the community of community and religious leaders is needed (Anshel & Smith, 2014). As 
community and religious leaders have a strategic role as agents of social change, using 3 crucial roles can be carried 
out by community and religious leaders, namely the role of education covering all aspects of humanism and creating 
personalities. Second, the role of educating the community when the situation is uncertain. Third, the role of creating 
systems, traditions, and cultures that reflect nobility.  

Based on observations made by researchers on adolescents in Desa Karang Agung actually receive enough 
religious education, but they are not free from various problems because they are not aware of practicing religious 
education. For example, there are still many adolescents who have low motivation to carry out religious teachings 
such as performing fardu prayers. Adolescents in this village tend to only perform maghrib or zhuhur prayers, not 



Tamimi, C., et al., (2025)                                                                                      Society and Religious Moderation: Strategies..... [13-23] 

 

 
 Jurnal Indonesia Studi Moderasi Beragama, 2(1), 2025, 13-23 | 15 

in full, do Ramadan fasting, often talk dirty, sleep all day, often spend time on activities that are less useful, less 
interested in learning the Al-Qur’an, and less enthusiastic in participating in Islamic holiday activities. Adolescents 
in this village prefer to spend their time playing games, wandering around, staying up late, or spending time in 
restaurants or stalls even though the place is closed. This phenomenon is an indication that adolescents in Desa 
Karang Agung lack religious motivation. 

Religious motivation is a picture of support for religion that occurs in society (Bennun et al., 2021). The spiritual 
aspect of human beings can be measured, but phenomenological changes in behavior are shown and can be observed. 
This is what Maslow attempted, he tried to bring psychology closer using religion. The religion approached by 
Maslow's version of psychology does not use modern science, but a high value that is fought for, and the value in 
question is religious spirituality (Bouzenita & Boulanouar, 2016). Community and religious leaders are expected to 
overcome the obstacles that cause low religious motivation (Mohajer & Singh, 2018).  

The efforts of community and religious leaders are expected to actively contribute to the improvement of 
adolescents' religious motivation, as it is expected that the efforts of community and religious leaders and various 
teaching models will increase adolescents' religious motivation. To find out the efforts of community and religious 
leaders in increasing the religious motivation of adolescents in Desa Karang Agung, the author is interested in raising 
the above issues with the title "Efforts of Community and Religious Leaders in Increasing the Religious Motivation 
of Adolescents in Desa Karang Agung, Kec. Tanjung Sakti, Kab. Lahat, Sumatera Selatan. 

Existing research mainly explores individual, family, and educational influences on adolescent religious mo-
tivation, overlooking the role of community and religious leaders. This study fills that gap by emphasizing their 
proactive efforts in fostering engagement through structured strategies. Its novelty lies in highlighting strategic 
interventions by these leaders, offering a practical framework for strengthening adolescent religious motivation. By 
connecting community leadership with youth religious development, it provides new insights into the link between 
social influence and religious commitment.  

 
2. METHOD 

 

2.1 Research Approach 
 

This research seeks to convey answers according to respondents to questions related to the problems in the 
study. In this case, about the efforts of community and religious leaders in increasing the religious motivation of 
adolescents in Desa Karang Agung, Kec. Tanjung Sakti, Kab. Lahat, Sumatera Selatan. This type of research is field 
research, namely in-depth research that holistically occurs in the field with the aim of examining in depth the 
background of the current situation. This research will study in depth the efforts of community and religious leaders 
in increasing the religious motivation of adolescents in Desa Karang Agung, Kec. Tanjung Sakti, Kab. Lahat, Sumatera 
Selatan. This research seeks to convey answers according to respondents to questions related to the problems in the 
study. In this case, about the efforts of community and religious leaders in increasing the religious motivation of 
adolescents in Desa Karang Agung, Kec. Tanjung Sakti, Kab. Lahat, Sumatera Selatan. 

 

2.2 Research Informants 
 

This research was conducted in 2023. The selection of research informants was taken using a purposive 
sampling technique. Purposive sampling is known as sampling using exclusive considerations on sampling for 
specific purposes. Purposive sampling is a technique used by researchers if the researcher has certain considerations 
in taking or determining the sample. The criteria used to determine the informants and names of informants for this 
study can be seen in the following table: 

 

Table 1. Research Informants 
 

No Informant Criteria Target Description 
1 a. Willing to voluntarily become a research informant. 

b. Considered to be able to provide the desired 
information to answer research problems. 

c. Can be classified as a community and religious 
figure; a person with a strong religious belief in 
Allah, an imam, preacher, or lecturer, has an 
exemplary behavior and verbal message in social 
life. 

Community and religious 
leaders 5 people 

Community and 
religious leaders 5 
people 
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2 a. Willing and volunteering to be a research 
informant. 

b. Seen as being able to provide the desired 
information to answer the problems in the 
research, especially in relation to community and 
religious leaders. 

Adolescents 7 People Informant 
Supporters 

 a. Willing to voluntarily become a research informant. 
b. Are considered to be able to provide the 

information needed to answer the research 
problem, especially in relation to community and 
religious leaders, efforts, and adolescents. 

Village Community 3 People Informant 
Supporters 

 

2.3 Data Sources 
 

The data sources in this study consist of primary data sources and secondary data sources, including Primary 
data sources. In this study, the primary data is data obtained directly from key research informants, namely 
community and religious leaders, adolescents, and the community who are the primary data sources. 

Secondary data sources. In this study, secondary data is data that is not directly obtained by researchers from 
their research subjects. This is complementary data as documentation, photos, and reports available in Desa Karang 
Agung. 

 

2.4 Data Collection 
 

Observation. This research was conducted where observing and staying at the research site related to the efforts 
of community and religious leaders in increasing the religious motivation of adolescents from the beginning of the 
research until the end of the research that occurred in order to get accurate and accountable results, observations 
were made of activities carried out by community and religious leaders in an effort to increase adolescent religious 
motivation.  

Interview. Researchers conducted in-depth interviews with community and religious leaders, adolescents, and 
the community by making a list of questions (question guide) in advance, not strict and can change in the field. The 
list of questions contains the main questions as a research emphasis related to the efforts of community and religious 
leaders in increasing adolescents' religious motivation. Interviews in this study were obtained to find out the efforts 
of community and religious leaders in increasing the religious motivation of adolescents in Desa Karang Agung. 

Documentation. The documentation technique in this research is used to complete the documentation data in 
the form of activity reports, photographs, and other relevant documents. The documentation method is to obtain 
data based on documents related to the efforts of community and religious leaders in increasing the religious 
motivation of adolescents. Documentation in this research is in the form of photographs of interview activities and 
other relevant documents related to Desa Karang Agung data. 

 

2.5 Data Validity Checking 
 

To check the validity of the data, researchers used data validity techniques through triangulation. For this 
reason, researchers can inspect data validity using the following steps (1) Comparing observation data output with 
interview output data; (2) Checking it with multiple data sources; (3) Utilizing various methods so that data 
confidence checks can be carried out. 

 

2.5 Data Analysis 
 

In this study, used to analyze data, researchers used interaction analysis from Miles & Huberman. After the data 
is collected, it is then analyzed in a qualitative narrative and presented. Data analysis is a process of research output 
data processing activities, starting to compile, classify, review, and interpret data regarding the efforts of community 
and religious leaders in increasing adolescents' religious motivation in its patterns and relationships using the 
research focus so that it is easy to understand and understand.  

Stages in the analysis include (1) Data reduction is a process of collecting research data; (2) Presentation of data 
that has been obtained is presented in the form of a list of categories of each data in the form of a narrative; (3) 
Conclusion drawing, Data that has been concluded has the opportunity to receive input. Temporary conclusions can 
still be tested again with data in the field. 
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3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
 

3.1 Result 
 

3.1.1. Improving Adolescents' Religious Motivation 
 

Activities in motivating adolescents in terms of religious activities that have been running once a week, but only 
a few adolescents participate in religious activities where this is a challenge for community and religious leaders to 
carry out religious activities by approaching village adolescents, to get information on what religious activities are 
needed by adolescents because this can be an idea in activating adolescents religious activities. 

The religion of adolescents in Desa Karang Agung is quite good in terms of their religious behavior, although 
there are still some village adolescents who are still not motivated in terms of improving religion. This has received 
attention from various parties, both of which involve the efforts of community and religious leaders to motivate 
adolescents in terms of learning and understanding religion by taking an approach.  

Researchers have also observed the activities of community and religious leaders in providing religious 
motivation for adolescents. Researchers found that some community leaders there did have their respective roles in 
motivating adolescents' religion. One of the community and religious leaders, Andri Irwanto, gathered adolescents 
after the Friday prayer. They are given the motivation to fill their lives with religious values and leave bad things 
that can damage the morals and personality of adolescents. 
 

3.1.2. Efforts by community and religious leaders to increase adolescents' motivation 
 

The efforts of community and religious leaders in increasing the religious motivation of adolescents in Desa 
Karang Agung by looking for problems by seeing what the village's adolescents like in the activities of efforts to 
motivate adolescents by instilling religious values in adolescents, the material presented is in accordance with the 
needs of adolescents. Other efforts were made by community and religious leaders to increase the religious 
motivation of village adolescents with several learning methods applied, namely giving gifts, giving praise, 
punishment, or sanctions to create healthy competition and increase a sense of commitment. 

Community and religious leaders form a forum for activities, fostering adolescent morals through awareness 
activities in carrying out religious practices from what is understood from community and religious leaders, from 
daily activities including dhikr after prayer, praying, praying in congregation, and communicating with social life 
how to be ethical, civilized and faithful. Other efforts to increase the religious motivation of village adolescents are 
carried out by various kinds of learning methods which include gifts or rewards in the form of praise, sanctions, and 
punishments, so that a sense of responsibility for obligations arises. 

 

3.1.3. Implementation of Planned Religious Activities in Order to Increase Adolescent Religious Motivation 
 

The efforts of community and religious leaders in carrying out their religious activities can be seen in various 
forms of routine adolescents recitation activities, seven-minute lectures and dawn lectures, reading and writing the 
Qur'an, mosque Islamic adolescents and these religious activities are carried out at the Al-Hidayah Mosque and at 
the Desa Karang agung hall.  

Religious activities are usually carried out starting from the implementation of both mandatory and Sunnah 
worship. This matter is an effort by community and religious leaders to continue to improve the religion of 
adolescents, especially in fostering adolescent behavior. Overall, the role of religious leaders in increasing the 
religious motivation of adolescents by forming a forum. Religious activity activities; Carrying out religious activity 
activities, providing preaching material about religion regarding ethics, morals, and religious behavior. 

 

3.1.4. Obstacles of community and religious leaders in Increasing Adolescent Religious Motivation 
 

The obstacles faced by community and religious leaders provide many things that can be used as improvements 
by community and religious leaders in terms of religion, more varied in the method of learning or delivering religion 
to adolescents, where community and religious leaders are role models, and educators in terms of religion. As well 
as considering the lack of concern of the community in giving deep attention to all the problems of the adolescents 
of Desa Karang Agung to be able to synergize together to increase the religious motivation of adolescents. 

In increasing the religious motivation of adolescents in Desa Karang Agung, which has been implemented, there 
are obstacles or obstacles including: (1) the lack of parental cooperation. And the influence of technological 
developments, especially the internet so that control from parents is lacking; (2) the interaction of community and 
religious leaders and adolescents is not successful, due to the busyness of community and religious leaders is also 
an obstacle due to the lack of social interaction of community and religious leaders with adolescents; (3) adolescents 
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are less appreciative of the meaning of religion and feel embarrassed and shy when attending religious activities in 
Desa Karang Agung. 

The obstacle that is often faced is the lack of parental cooperation. Religious leaders teach about prayer, but 
when adolescents are at home parents lack motivation for their children to pray and adolescents prefer to spend 
time just hanging out with friends without clear benefits and goals rather than participating in religious activities 
(Powell & Argue, 2019). When religious leaders convey their opinions, they sometimes lack support from teenage 
parents, such as recitation activities and others, it is still very difficult because most parents are busy working so 
that they lack time to control their children's daily activities. When adolescent’s diversity activities are held, 
adolescents lack appreciation of the meaning of religion and feel embarrassed in attending religious activities. 

The obstacles faced by these community and religious leaders make evaluation material for community and 
religious leaders to be able to provide useful things in the future and can facilitate community and religious leaders 
in terms of motivating adolescents to provide religious values. Such as improving interactions with adolescents by 
getting closer and recognizing the needs of adolescents in Desa Karang Agung, providing understanding and 
understanding to parents to cooperate in controlling adolescents, especially at home, and community and religious 
leaders learn to understand adolescents and learn methods, delivering material well so that it can be understood by 
adolescents. Their community and religious leaders also have to cooperate with various parties, especially village 
officials, religious teachers, and religious instructors if needed in order to encourage adolescents to be more active 
in carrying out religious activities in an effort to increase adolescents' religious motivation. 

 

3.2. Discussion 
 

Based on the description of data information and data presentation that researchers have described according 
to the reality of the research results, the researchers would like to review the results of the research adjusted to the 
objectives of the discussion as follows: 

 

3.2.1. Strategies for Increasing Adolescents' Religious Motivation  
 

The obstacles faced by community and religious leaders in increasing the religious motivation of adolescents in 
Desa Karang Agung are the lack of parental cooperation, the influence of technological developments, especially the 
internet, which makes the control of parents less, the interaction of community and religious leaders with 
adolescents is not effective, where the busyness of community and religious leaders is also a barrier and affects the 
lack of social interaction with adolescents; Adolescents have less appreciation of the meaning of religion. 

In this study, researchers looked at how adolescents' religious motivation in the form of worship, and fulfillment 
of obligations in the form of duties and responsibilities.Researchers analyzed the activities of adolescents' religious 
motivation in carrying out worldly activities with religious aspects.It was found that internal motivation is important 
in helping adolescents behave better.Islamic teachings can help improve adolescents' religious motivation.Worship 
will not be achieved if it is not based on obedience, respect or His love. If someone does not have love in their heart, 
they will not be able to be a good servant. On the other hand, if he is not submissive but there is genuine love in 
worship, he can never be His servant. Therefore, worship should be based on love and obedience to Allah, for only 
He can provide true happiness. Religious motivation can be defined as an effort that exists in a person that 
encourages him to do something religious with a specific purpose, or an effort that causes someone to become 
religious. 

In adolescence, adolescents may become more enthusiastic in worship out of fear. The more sin, the more 
worship, the less guilt or sin and the less worship. It is clear that teenage worship seems to only soothe troubled 
minds as they feel guilty and defeated in the face of the urge to follow the young blood of society (Twenge, 2014). 
From an excessive form of lust is a danger that threatens the values and norms it leads to. It is the emotion, 
helplessness, strength, and drive of a young man that he did not know before. There is an increasing need for external 
help to cope with our natural urges during adolescence. Adolescents' religious motivations are also inspired by 
friends (Cheadle & Schwadel, 2012). For example, if the adolescent participates in a religious activity group activity, 
then the adolescent participates in the activity. Conversely, if one is friends with a friend who does not care about 
religious teachings, one will be indifferent to religious activities. 

There are four main reasons why adolescents become religious (Nan, 2018), namely: (1) motivation is driven 
by the desire to overcome frustrations that exist in life, including frustrations arising from difficulties in adjusting to 
nature (natural frustration), social frustration, moral frustration, and death frustration. It is to find comfort, feel 
connected to others, have a purpose, and find meaning in life; (2) religious motivation is driven by the desire to 
maintain decency and public order; (3) religious motivation is driven by the desire to satisfy human curiosity or 
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human intellectual curiosity; (4) religious motivation is often based on the desire to overcome fear. the inhibited 
aspects of efforts to understand adolescent religion include internal aspects (educational background and 
personality of adolescents are less cooperative with input, advice, and advice from the community and religious 
leaders) and external aspects (limited energy, time, funding, facilities, and infrastructure, lack of programs in the 
field of fiqh in the community, lack of improvement in community religious understanding, lack of seriousness of 
community and religious leaders with other parties. These obstacles make community and religious leaders think 
more about ways to increase religious understanding in the community by cooperating with various other parties 
(Anggadwita et al., 2021).  

The efforts of community and religious leaders in increasing adolescents' religious motivation foster awareness 
of worship by giving lectures related to understanding religious values and modeling good behavior in accordance 
with religious teachings. This strong awareness in worshiping Allah Swt. is in accordance with the purpose of life to 
get Allah Swt. pleasure and love in the lives of adolescents to get the welfare and happiness of life (Kartikowati & 
Zubaedi, 2016). In addition, community and religious leaders have a high place in society to direct society toward a 
social order by providing an understanding of religious teaching to adolescents through their acts of worship 
(Rahmawanto, 2016).  In other words, religious motivation is an encouragement to learn about religion, it aims to 
instill Islamic religious values by making adolescents have good ethics and morals and can be their provision in living 
life (Muallifin, 2017, p. 16). The efforts of community and religious leaders here are to encourage adolescents to 
worship and instill religious understanding, motivate and provide examples of behavior, and a sense of security, and 
provide advice by conducting recitations, praying in congregation, and through other religious activities that are 
very important in the lives of adolescents. Therefore, community and religious leaders encourage adolescents to 
avoid negative influences that damage morals, and community and religious leaders become role models for Desa 
Karang Agung by utilizing directed socialization with adolescents. Community and religious leaders in instilling 
aqidah values by giving good examples, and starting things from the simplest so that adolescents understand (Inah, 
2016). 

The efforts of community and religious leaders in increasing adolescents' religious motivation aim to instill 
Islamic religious values by making adolescents have ethics and aqidah because this can be useful and become a 
strong shield for adolescents in the midst of a teenage moral crisis. Thus, community and religious leaders are 
expected to be advisors, encouragers, and motivators who are active in performing worship and not only invite and 
protect to do good but must first carry it out. 

 

3.2.2. Obstacles Faced by Community and Religious Leaders In Increasing Adolescents' Religious Motivation.  
 

The obstacles faced by community and religious leaders in increasing the religious motivation of adolescents in 
Desa Karang Agung, namely the lack of parental cooperation; the influence of technological developments, especially 
the internet, makes the control of parents less, the interaction of community and religious leaders with adolescents 
is not effective, where the busyness of community and religious leaders is also a barrier and affects the lack of social 
interaction with adolescents; Adolescents lack appreciation of the meaning of religion. 

Similarly, the inhibited aspects of efforts to understand adolescent religion include internal aspects (educational 
background and personality of adolescents are less cooperative with input, advice, and advice from community and 
religious leaders) and external aspects (limited energy, time, funding, facilities, and infrastructure, lack of programs 
in the field of fiqh in the community, lack of improvement in community religious understanding, lack of seriousness 
of community and religious leaders with other parties. These obstacles make community and religious leaders think 
more about ways to increase religious understanding in the community by collaborating with various other parties 
(Toweren, 2018). Looking at the various obstacles to the efforts of community and religious leaders, it can be 
concluded that harmony is needed between community and religious leaders and all parties to improve and 
minimize behavior that is not in accordance with religion so that adolescents have religious provisions for the world 
and the hereafter (Norenzayan et al., 2016). As well as fostering and directing adolescents who behave according to 
religious provisions to make adolescents have an akhlakul karimah personality in the future. 

As a leading and respected person in terms of religion, of course, community and religious leaders share 
tutorials and direct adolescents to become humans who believe and fear Allah Swt. Community and religious leaders 
have a responsibility to carry out their functions (Umaru, 2019), in terms of fostering, encouraging guiding, and 
directing adolescents to get closer to Allah Swt. through religious activities, not only that religious activities have the 
aim of increasing adolescent motivation to direct them to be more obedient and in accordance with Islamic law. 
Looking at the description, it can be concluded that the efforts of community and religious leaders in increasing 
religious motivation by building the characteristics of adolescents with a direct or indirect approach through 
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teaching institutions, encouragement of community and religious leaders, community participation, and support 
from parents. 
 
4. IMPLICATIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 

 

4.1 Research Implications 
 

This study has significant implications for efforts to strengthen youth religious development within community-
based settings. The findings highlight the crucial role of community and religious leaders in promoting adolescents' 
religious motivation through the application of religious moderation—emphasizing tolerance, balance, and respect 
for diversity. These insights imply the need for collaborative efforts among religious leaders, community figures, 
families, and educational institutions to build a supportive environment that fosters moderate religious 
understanding and practices among youth. Furthermore, the study can serve as a foundation for designing 
contextually relevant religious education programs and youth engagement strategies that promote both spiritual 
growth and social harmony in diverse communities. 
 

4.2 Research Contributions 
 

AThis research contributes to the academic discourse in the areas of religious education, community 
development, and youth counseling by providing empirical insights into how community and religious leaders can 
effectively promote adolescents' religious motivation through the principles of religious moderation. It expands the 
theoretical understanding of how moderate religious values such as tolerance, balance, and peaceful coexistence can 
be nurtured within community settings. Additionally, the study offers practical contributions by identifying 
strategies and best practices that can be adopted by religious and community leaders to engage adolescents in 
meaningful, value-driven religious experiences. These findings may also inform policy development and educational 
programming aimed at fostering a generation that is both religiously motivated and socially harmonious. 
 
5. LIMITATIONS AND FUTURE RESEARCH DIRECTIONS 

 

4.1 Research Limitations 
 

The limitations of the results of this study highlight several important considerations. First, community and 
religious leaders are expected to continuously maintain the quality of religious activities and innovate in their 
approaches to ensure that adolescents remain enthusiastic and actively engaged. Sustained collaboration with 
various stakeholders is essential to strengthen these efforts. Second, adolescents, as the future generation, must also 
take an active role in preparing themselves to become individuals who are faithful, morally upright, and committed 
to upholding religious and social values. These limitations suggest that both leaders and youth share responsibility 
in realizing the goals of religious motivation and moderation within the community. 
 

4.2 Recommendation for Future Researxh Directions 
 

Suggestions for future researchers who intend to study the same topic namely, the efforts of community and 
religious leaders in enhancing adolescents' religious motivation include conducting further research from different 
perspectives or using varied methodological approaches. This may involve exploring the psychological, 
sociocultural, or educational dimensions of these efforts to provide a more comprehensive understanding of their 
impact. By doing so, future studies can offer deeper insights, a more holistic view, and a richer understanding of the 
roles and strategies employed by community and religious leaders in fostering religious motivation among youth. 

 
6. CONCLUSION 

 

Community and religious leaders play a crucial role in shaping the religious and moral development of 
adolescents by providing nafsiyah and ruhiyah motivation. Nafsiyah motivation is aimed at making adolescents’ lives 
more meaningful and deeply rooted in religious values. Through this motivation, they are encouraged to seek heaven 
and avoid hell, draw closer to Allah Swt. through worship, attain His grace, ridha, and love, and ultimately achieve a 
life of well-being and happiness. Beyond offering motivation, community and religious leaders serve as key drivers 
in fostering religious awareness and ethical behavior among adolescents. They act as role models, guiding young 
individuals away from negative influences that could harm their morals. Their leadership is not limited to mere 
guidance; they actively collaborate with the community to provide facilities and organize positive activities that 
nurture the religious and moral growth of adolescents. Furthermore, these leaders do not simply encourage, 
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embrace, invite, and nurture youth toward righteousness they lead by example. By consistently practicing what they 
preach, they become living role models for adolescents in Desa Karang Agung. Their actions reinforce the values they 
wish to instill, making religious teachings more tangible and relatable for the younger generation.  

Several structured activities have been implemented to support the moral and religious development of 
adolescents within the community. These include routine worship practices such as congregational prayers, dhikr 
(remembrance of God) after prayers, and regular supplications. These religious rituals not only reinforce spiritual 
discipline but also foster a collective sense of belonging among youth. By participating in these practices, adolescents 
are gradually accustomed to integrating religious values into their daily lives, which helps in building consistency 
and sincerity in worship. 

In addition to religious rituals, adolescents are actively involved in various social initiatives aimed at 
strengthening community ties and promoting social responsibility. These activities may include community service, 
helping the less fortunate, and participating in local events that encourage empathy, cooperation, and mutual 
respect. Community and religious leaders play a crucial role in guiding and mentoring the youth throughout these 
programs. Their involvement helps ensure that adolescents are not only growing in faith but also developing into 
morally upright and socially responsible individuals who contribute positively to their community. 
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